
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



142 



June 23rd, 1851. 

THOMAS ROMNEY ROBINSON, D. D., President, 
in the Chair. 

Joseph Napier Higgins, Esq., was elected a Member of 
the Academy. 

Lord Talbot de Malahide, on the part of the subscribers, 
presented the collection of Irish manuscripts purchased by 
them from Sir William Betham. 



The following letter, from the Rev. R. V. Dixon, was read 
by the Secretary: 

" West Chapel-Buildings, Trinity College, 
"June 23, 1851. 

" Sir, — As I am about to make an attempt to realize a 
project which I have had in contemplation for some time, and 
in which I must look for success, mainly, to the co-operation 
of persons interested in scientific pursuits, I am anxious to 
bring the subject under the notice of the Members of the Royal 
Irish Academy, with the hope that they will kindly assist 
me in carrying it out. The project to which I refer is the 
establishment of a cabinet or museum for the reception of 
philosophical instruments and apparatus fallen into disuse, 
and discarded in consequence of subsequent improvements. 

" I need not dwell upon the importance of such a col- 
lection. It would serve admirably to illustrate the progress 
of science in any department in which it could be rendered 
tolerably complete ; and I am disposed to think, that this 
could be effected in several to a greater extent than might at 
first sight appear possible. For, notwithstanding the loss of 
many interesting articles which has already taken place, and is 
daily occurring, owing chiefly to the want of such a cabinet as 
that which I propose establishing, I have reason to believe that 
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there still exists a considerable number of* old philosophical 
instruments, both in the possession of private individuals and 
also in public collections and museums, where they are gene- 
rally looked upon as mere curiosities, and where, from their 
isolated position, they scarcely deserve to be regarded in any 
other light. Such articles, however, if they were collected 
together, and arranged in historic series, would acquire a real 
value and importance; and I am surejhat, in many instances, 
their present possessors would be glad to have an opportunity 
of transferring them to a collection where their true value 
would be thus recognised and appreciated. 

" It has occurred to me, that such a museum would be 
most advantageously established in connexion with the School 
of Natural and Experimental Philosophy in our University, 
where the nucleus for its formation already exists, and where 
its permanence and security would be insured. I have ac- 
cordingly solicited and obtained permission from the Board to 
undertake its formation in connexion with that School, and 
will feel much indebted to the Members of the Royal Irish 
Academy, if they will kindly give me their assistance in car- 
rying out the project, both by making it known as exten- 
sively as possible, and also by using their interest to procure 
donations of such articles as will add to the interest and value 
of the collection. 

" I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

" Your obedient Servant, 

" Robert V. Dixon, 
" Erasmus Smith's Professor of 
Nat. and Exp. Philosophy. 
" To the Secretary of the 
Royal Irish Academy." 

Mr. Robert Mallet read a paper giving an account of his 
experimental determination of the limits of the transit rate of 



